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was to delay their work and cause them to weave at a fever-
ish pace the remainder of the week *. Yet even for the sober
industrious workman the hours were unduly long, and
afforded scanty opportunity for education or recreation.
Thus the long hours worked under the early factory system
were no novelty, but a legacy from an older industrial
system; and to this day excessive hours have survived in
those industries which are carried on at home 2. Moreover,
the weavers often lived a long way from the clothier's house.
Some weavers had six miles or more to go, and six to come
back, in taking home and returning their work3. This
wasted the weaver's time, especially since he served more
than one employer. " I have known the time ", said a
weaver, " when we have lost six days in going backward
and forward after work" ; and he estimated the usual
amount of time lost in fetching and carrying back work as
" two days' work at the least " 4. As to the nature of the
weaver's occupation, it must be remarked that hand-loom Nature of
weaving in itself was not necessarily an unhealthy occupation
—although weavers, prior to the introduction of the fly
shuttle, were liable to breast disorders—but it was tedious
and laborious 5. The invention of machinery did not destroy
craftsmanship in the textile industries, for most of the work
was already mechanical in character even before the adoption
of mechanical devices 6. The processes of carding, combing,
spinning, weaving and dressing, consisted in the monotonous
repetition of certain movements of the hand, and afforded
little or no scope for the expression of individuality in which
lies the justification of true craftsmanship. The erection of
factories subjected the worker to a novel and strict discipline,
but it had its compensation in the shorter and more regular
hours which were ultimately imposed by the State; and it
1	Houghton, Husbandry and Trade Improv'd (ed. 1728), iv. 384 (1683) ;
The Weavers Pretences Examin'd.    By a Merchant (1719), 12 ;  Bell, Essays
on Agriculture (1802), 287.
2	Hand-loom weavers worked fourteen to seventeen hours a day as late
as 1840 : Report on the Hand-loom Weavers (1840), xxiii. 409, 458, 462, 540.
3	Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 40, 73-74, 189 ;  (1806), iii. 335.
*	Ibid. (1806), iii. 336.
5 This is admitted by Gaskell, Artisans and Machinery (1836), 24.
*	Cl Chapman, The Lancashire Cotton Industry, 82-83.

